




Bolin Creek Trail 
Phase III 

Concept Plan

Town of Chapel Hill



Primary Goals 
for 
Bolin Creek 
Greenway 1. Provide a public 10’ wide multi-use greenway 

trail.

2. Avoid grade crossings where feasible.

3. Limit slopes to less than 5% where possible.

4. Use existing utility easements and Town-owned 
land as much as possible.

5. Avoid disturbance to the Creek and its 
vegetation as much as possible.

6. Minimize impact of trail on neighbors.

7. Make the trail cost-effective.



Overall Plan

CALDWELL ST



Segment 1: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd. to Umstead Drive



Segment 1: 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Blvd. undercrossing

Trail directly in channel with 
armored edge preferred

Looking Upstream

Looking Downstream Cherry Creek Greenway, Denver



Segment 1: 
Umstead crossing options

Slope to get to top of bank 

Grade Crossing vs. Underpass 

Property Issues 

Use of existing culvert as 
underpass vs. grade crossing



Segment 2: 
Umstead to Pritchard



Segment 2: 
Umstead to Pritchard

Protect trees on north side 

Use existing corridor



Segment 3: 
Pritchard Ave to Umstead Park



Edge of Umstead Drive

Segment 3 Options
Umstead edge vs. Undercrossing: 

Trees on constrained north edge 

Shift Umstead over 10’ during 
sewer work? 

Viaduct / cantilever edge required 
if Umstead remains as is



Segment 3 Options
Umstead edge vs. Undercrossing: 

Grade Crossing undesireable 

Property Issues on south side

Pritchard Culvert,  Downstream view

University Gardens Condominiums Boulder Creek Greenway, CO



Segment 4: 
Umstead Park Area



Segment 4: 
Umstead Park Area

Replace existing timber bridge 
with steel truss bridge 

Remove steel and concrete 
bridge



Segment 5: 
Umstead Park to Village Drive

Expand existing walk to 10’ 
wide 

Avoid steep slopes and 
vegetation impacts 

Avoid two bridges



Segment 6: 
Village Drive to Seawell School Road

Use existing OWASA corridor 
rather than following road 

Avoid steep slopes at Estes 
and north



Segment 6: 
Estes undercrossing location

Three-barrel culvert too small 

Elevation change is challenge 

Preferred solution: new 
underpass to north of culvert



Segment 6: 
North to Seawell School Rd.



Segment 7: 
Tanyard Branch Trail

Follow unpaved trail 

Trailhead on McMasters St. 

Stay east of ravine, run trail on 
existing “bench” to Caldwell St.



Segment 7: 
Tanyard Branch Trail
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