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SUBJECT:  Design Update for Davie Road Sidewalk Bond Project 
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ATTACHMENTS:  
A. Photo Davie Rd near cemetery 

B. Plan view along cemetery (near Fidelity) 

C. Plan view along cemetery (near Colson) 

D. Cross section of roadway     

FOR INFORMATION 

CONTACT: 
George Seiz                     918-7427 

 

PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this item is to provide the Board of Alderman with an update on the engineering 

design for the Davie Road sidewalk bond project and more specifically for the section that will 

be adjacent to the Westwood Cemetery. 

 

INFORMATION 

 

Design of the sidewalk on Davie Road is well underway and it is anticipated the design will be 

finished this fall and construction will take place next summer.  Based on the closed proximity of 

homes and challenging topography on the west side of the street, it was determined that installing 

the sidewalk on the east side of the street would minimize impacts along this project.  The plan at 

this point is to install a 5 ft. wide integral curb type sidewalk the full length of the project from 

Jones Ferry Rd. to Fidelity Street, a distance of approximately 1,700 ft.   

 

As design progressed Town, staff and the consultant (Sungate Design) realized the challenge of 

putting the sidewalk along the Westwood Cemetery due to the close proximity of grave markers 

and numerous trees close to the back of the existing curb.   The option of putting the sidewalk at 

the back of the existing curb would necessitate the need to remove 22 trees.  Staff asked the 

consultant to look at another option which would entail removing the existing 2.5 ft. wide curb 

and gutter and in its place installing a 5 ft. wide integral curb sidewalk.  This would save the 

trees.   

 

The section of Davie Rd from roughly Fidelity to Colson was widened and paved to collector 

street width (35 ft. face to face) when the apartments across from the cemetery were built.  The 

installation of the 5 ft. wide sidewalk would reduce the face to face width by 4.5 ft resulting in a 

face to face distance of 30.5 ft.  As a comparison, this would be similar to West Weaver which is 

30 ft. face to face.  The installation of pavement markings on Davie Rd.is not planned as part of 

this project, however, in the future this section of pavement could be striped similar to the 

markings on West Weaver St., which includes  2 – 10 ft. driving lanes and 2 – 5 ft. bike lanes.   

Alternative marking plans could include the installation of sharrow markings in both directions 



or a combination with sharrows in the downhill direction (southbound) and a bike lane in the 

uphill direction (northbound). 

 

The section of Davie Rd. from Colson south to Glosson Circle is currently 22 ft. wide (edge of 

pavement to edge of pavement) with drainage ditches on both sides.   

 

 

Summary of Options: 

 

1.  Install sidewalk at back of existing curb.  Would result in the removal of 22 trees and 

there would be no buffer adjacent to the graves which are only 9 ft. from the back of curb.  

Estimated construction cost for entire length of project - $349,000 

2. Install sidewalk at back of existing curb, but provide decorative fencing w/brick columns 

between the back of walk and graves.  Would result in removal of 22 trees but provide 

some type of relatively low visual buffer.  Estimated construction cost for entire length of 

project - $412,000 

3. Install integral sidewalk in place of existing curb & gutter.  Would retain all trees, but 

narrow existing face to face roadway width from 35 ft. to 30.5 ft.   Estimated construction 

cost for entire length of project - $381,000. 

4. Do not install sidewalk along cemetery.  This would leave a roughly 500 ft. gap between 

the existing sidewalk on Fidelity (which terminates at Davie) and where the sidewalk 

would start at the south end of the cemetery property. There is sidewalk on the west side 

in front of the apartments, however, it terminates at Colson which would also create a 

north-south gap (about 200 ft). 

 

Town staff feels that Option 3 is the best choice and will be finalizing the plans accordingly.  

This will save the existing trees and maintain a buffer between the sidewalk and cemetery graves.  

Even though the section of roadway will be narrowed, the remaining roadway width (30.5 f-f) is 

still wider than other existing sections of David Rd. (Section south of Colson – 22 ft, section 

north of Fidelity – 21 ft.).  And, as noted above the 30.5 width will allow adequate driving lanes 

and future bike lanes. 

 

Public Works staff is in progress obtaining the necessary right-of-way and easements for the 

construction of the sidewalk on the east side.  To date 5 - pieces of right-of-way, 1 – permanent 

drainage easement and 5 – temporary construction easements have been obtained. Staff still 

needs to obtain 3 – pieces of right-of-way, and 4 Temporary construction easements. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT and STAFFING IMPACT 

 

There are currently $598,688 of bond funds allocated for the remainder of this project.  The 

breakdown is as follows: approximately $12,000 to finish design, $510,000 for construction, and 

$77,000 for construction administration/inspection.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 

 

Staff recommends that the Board accept the report.      

 


